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COMPOSITIONWRITING

 Tocomposemeansto"form/create"andwrite:atext,astory,anessayetc.

 Compositionwritingrequiresahighdegreeofcreativityandimagination.

 Theflowofeventsinachronologicalordershouldbestrictlyobservedwhenwritinga

composition.

 Freewriting/freecomposition

 Essaycomposition

Acompositionhasfourmainparts.

 Thetitle/heading/theme/topic(incapitalletters)

 Theintroduction

 Thebody

 Theconclusion

A)Atitle/heading/theme/topic:

 Atitleisthemainideaofdiscussion.

 Itshouldbebrief,clear,andontothetopicdiscussed.

 Itshouldbewrittenincapitallettersoreachkeywordstartingwithacapitallettere.g

AStrangerintheHouse

b)Theintroduction:

 Canbebydefiningthekeywordinthetitleorbygivingageneralstatementaboutthe

topic.

 Youcanstartyourcompositionby:

 Givingabackground

 Askingaquestionorusingasayinge.gAstichintimesavesnine.
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 Itmustbestriking,interestingandarousesthereadertoknowmoreaboutthestory.

 Youshouldguardagainstgivingtheendresultintheintroduction,foritkillsthe

reader'sinteresttoreadon.

Examples

ASTRANGERINTHEHOUSE

Atexactlythreeo'clockintheafternoon,mymum togetherwithmysiblingslefthome.

Theyweregoingtoattendmymaternalaunt'sintroductionceremonyintheneighbouring

village.

Assoonastheysetoff,Ialsolefthometoourneighbour'shome.Ididnotcloseboththe

frontandbehinddoorssinceIknewIwouldnottakelongplayingwithmyfriendAkili.

However,bythetimeweendedtheeveningplayfeast,itwasalreadydark.Iwentback

home,Iwasgreatlyshockedtoseeaveryfaintlightflamegoingonandoffinthemidst

ofthedarknesswithinthehouse.Throughthewindows,Icouldseetheflamemoving

from oneroom toanother.Iknewverywellthatmum andmysiblingswouldcomeback

followingday.

c)Thebody:

 Itisthemajorpartofthecomposition.

 Ithasallthemainideasofthestory.

 Theideasgotfrom theguidingquestion

 Orideascreatedtosupportthetopic.

 Puteachideainitsparagraphbutinorder.

 Trytoattractyourreaderwithgoodlanguage.

 Itmushavemanycorrectlywrittensentencesforminganumberofparagraphs.

 Youshouldcarefullydevelopthebodyofthecompositioninordertoleadthe

reader'sfeelingsintoasuccessfulclimaxsothathe/shecansay:"Yes,itisagood

story.

d)Theconclusion:
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 Itcanbeinform ofadvicetopeoplee.gtocandidates.

 Itcanbeasummaryofthesituationorhowyoufeltorbenefitedfrom the

subject/discussion.

 Itmustbeasinterestingastheintroductionforitistheclimaxofthecomposition.

Theconclusionshouldleaveamarkinthemindofthereader.

 Theconclusioncouldbealessonlearnt,anappreciationorapieceofadvice.

 Donotjustwritethat"istheendofthestory".

Examples

a)IlaydeadsilentinthecornerofthekitchenasIsawthem off,leavingthehouse

wonderingwhereihadhidden.Isworeneverinlifetoleavethehouseopen.

b)Aftertenhours,thevillagecamebacktolife.Theneighboursbeganwhistlingtoeach

otherasasignalthattherebelshadbeenfinallydefeatedbythegovernmenttroops.

Otherimportantelementsofagoodcomposition

 Legibility,spelling,correct,flowofideas,clarityincommunication,neatness,correct

punctuation,avoidusageofshortformsandabbreviations.

 Writesimpleandgrammaticallycorrectsentences.

 Theparagraphsshouldbeclearlywritten.

 Followtherighttenseandverbtenseagreement.

 Consistencyincompositiondevelopment.

 Makeaplanforthecomposition:thecharactersinvolvedandtheirappearances.

 Enrichyourcompositionbyusingsimiles,metaphors,idiomsandotherfiguresof

speech.

 Beguidedbytheinstructionsandunderlinethekey/guidewordsintheinstructions.

 Proofreadyourcompositionafterwritingtoascertainthatyourexpressionsarethe

rightonesyouintendtoputacross.

Note:
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 Focusonthequestion

 Correcttenseandstyle

 Spellingofwords/punctuationmarks.

 Paragraphingandlengthofthecomposition

 Language

Typesofcompositions

1)Imaginativecompositionse.g(2018PLE)

Youjustimagineastorylinethatmaynothavehappenedandmakeitrealsothatthe

readerbelievesitasbeingtrue.

Discussthesetitles.

 "HomeAlone"

 "TheScaryNight"

 "TheSeven-HeadSnake"

2)Descriptivecompositions

Youdescribesomeone/somethinginwords.

Discussthesetitles.

 "MyBestFriend"

 "ThePrimarySevenClass"

 "TheMarketDayInWasiwasiVillage"

3)Persuasive/Discursivecompositions

Chooseatopicandwriteaboutit.Youcouldbeinfavourofitoragainstit.

Examples

 "ElectricityHasDoneMoreHarm ThanGood"
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 "EducationIsBetterThanWealth"

4)Expository/Explanatorycompositions

Youarerequiredtoexplainyourtopicindetails.

Topicstodiscuss

 "HowtoMakeaCake"

 "WeavingaBasket"

 "VehicleRepair"

5)Narrativecompositions

Youtellornarrateastory.

Youareusuallyaskedtowriteaboutwhatyoudidorwhatyouwilldoetc.

Tense:Besureofthetensethatmatchesthequotation.

OTHERTYPESOFCOMPOSITIONS

6)Picturecomposition

Youdescribewhatishappening/whathashappened.

7)Guidedcomposition

Acompositionisgiventoyouandyouchoosetherightwordstofillinthegapstomake

itmeaningful.

Ifitisinaform ofadialogue,readthegivenresponses:Thenoteofthepunctuationand

tensewhilegivingtheresponses.

Note:Besureofthetensethatmatchesthequestion.

Writingforpleasure:

In100-150words,writeaboutthefollowingtopics:
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a)"MyFirstChoiceInSecondarySchool"

b)THEPRIMARYLEAVINGEXAMINATIONS

c) "MyFamily"

d)EDUCATIONISTHEKEYTOSUCCESS

e)"GivingFirstAid"

f) "TheDayIWillNeverForget"

g)"HowISpentMyHolidays"

h)"SportsDayatMySchool"

i) FARMING

j) "EnvironmentalConservation"

k) CHILDREN'SRIGHTS

l) MYHOBBY

m)"MyFavouritePet"

n)THRHUNTERISHUNTED

Asample:

DESCRIPTIVECOMPOSITION

MYFIRSTCHOICESECONDARYSCHOOL

WhenonecompletestheprimarylevelofEducation,onelooksforwardtojoiningavery

goodsecondaryschooltofurtherone'sstudies.

MyfirstchoicesecondaryschoolisMzuriHighSchool.ThisisthebestHighSchool

amongthemanyschoolsinUganda.

Beingafootballer,thisschoolpromoteseverystudent'stalent.Theschoolhasanumber

ofsportsgroundswherestudentscandotheirgamesandsportstraining.

Intermsofacademics,thisschooliscomparedtononeinthecountry.Onceyoujoinit,

you'reassuredofacademicexcellence.Theteachersareexperienced,lovingandcaring.

Thesciencelaboratoryiswellequipped.Theschoolhasaverygoodlibraryandmany
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otherresourceCentres.Theclassroomsarespaciousandveryconducivetolearning.

Thegeneralschoolenvironmentispeacefulfortheschoolstudents'maximum

concentration.

Themealspreparedinthisschoolarenutritiousanddelicious.Alltheoldboysandgirls

testifytothiswithveryfondmemories.

Givenalltheabovequalities,Iam workingdoublyhardsoastojoinMzuriHighSchool,

myfirstchoiceschoolforever.

Asample:

IMAGINATIVECOMPOSITION

THESCARYNIGHT

Thateveningwehadanenjoyablegettogetherfamilyreunion.Eachofuswasvery

excitedsincemanyofthefamilymemberswerepresent.

Towardstheendoftheday,wesawoffourvisitors.Mum requestedmetoputthehouse

inorderagain.IdidalltheworkquiteexcitedlyknowingverywellthatmysisterandI

weretheonlyoneslefttofinishupthecakeandthesoda.

Soonitwasduskandeventuallynightfell.Thelightinthesittingroom wasshiningvery

brightly.Outofcuriosity,.yyoungsister,Mono,noticedafunnycreatureslitheringinto

thehouse.Withinnominute,itbeganhissingstrangely.Iknewthesmallratsinour

househadattractedthemightycobratothehouse.

Nosoonerhadthehissingstoppedthanthepowerwentoff.Unabletohelpmyself,I

remainedseatedonmychairwithlegsraisedup.

Mymum too,wasinthebathroom andshecouldnotmoveevenaninch.

Myyoungsisterbegancryingterribly.SheaskedmetogotoherrescuebutIwasvery

helpless.

Everyonestayedwheretheywereuntilmidnightwhenmyfathercamebackhomefrom

hisnightshift.

Herushedintothehousetofindoutwhathadhappened.Wetriedtostophim buthe

couldn't.Heswitchedonhistorchandwasabletoseetheserpentwhichhadcoiledin

themiddleoftheroom waitingtoenjoyitseveningmeal.Hegotastickandhititdead.

Wecametogether,heldourhandsandthankedGodforhavingsavedusfrom thedeadly

creature.
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Note:

 Consider,focusonthequestion.

 Correcttense/andstyle

 Spellingofthewords/punctuationmarks.

 Paragraphingandlengthofcomposition

 Language/flowofideas

Question

Innotmorethan200words,writeacompositionaboutyourPreparationforBeginningof

Term Exams.

HOW TOARRANGEJUMBLEDSENTENCES(ASTORYWITHMIXEDIDEAS)TOMAKEA

CORRECTCOMPOSITION.

Steps:

Astorymusthave:

 Atitle.Awayswriteasuitabletitleforthejumbledsentences.Usethetitlegiveninthe

question,andifit'snotgiven,thengetasuitableoneandwriteitincapitalletters.

 Anintroduction;identifyingthebeginningsentencese.gbackground,question,saying

etc.

 Thebody;findthesupportingideas,events,characters,e.gwhatthestoryisabout,use

ofconjunctionsetc.

 Theconclusion;considertheevent/situationinwhichthestoryendsorendingwordse.g

lastly,finally,atlast,inanutshell,intheendetc.

Readthroughthewholestorythreetimes:

i. Togetthemainideaofthestory/beginning.

ii. Toidentifytheconnectorsorlinkingwordsorclues.
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iii. Fornumbering/positioning/blockingtheideas:

Numberaccordingtothequestion.Alwaysfollowthestyleofnumberinggiventoyou.

Numberyourworkcarefullynottomistakes.Failuretodoso,youlosemarks.

(Blocking/grouping)Handeachcharacterorideaatago,thengotoanotherone.E.g

parents,teachers,children.Groupsentencesofeachcharactertogetherastheyfollowto

makeagoodstory.Putsentencesofthesamecharactersneareachother.

iv. Alwaysfollowthepunctuationgivenandspaceyourwordsproperly.

v. Youmayusethesequencebox(summarytable).Readthroughthestorytocheckthe

flowofideas.

vi. Drawamargininyourresponsespace.

vii. Copythesentencesfullyandcarefully.

viii. Checkspellingandpunctuation.

Summarytable

Wrong

order

i ii iii iv v vi vii viii ix x

Correct

order

ix x iii i vii viii v ii vi ix

i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

vi.

vii.

viii.

ix.
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x.

SOURCESOFJUMBLEDSTORIES

 From routine/whatwedodaily.

 From activitiesinourcommunity.(Stepsfollowedineach)e.g

 farming/planting

 buildinghouses

 bakingcakesorbricks

 hunting,fishing,cattlekeeping

 From activitiesinourschool/topicsincurriculum e.gelections,assemblies,games,

examsetc.

 From events/occasionsoroccurrencesinoursociety.

 Things,wars,diseases,famine,culturalevents,legendsetc.

Notethefollowing:

1)Identifywhatthestoryisabout.Itwillleadyoutotheopeningsentence(sentence

numberone).

2)Donotmiscopywords/sentences

3)Punctuateasperthequestion.

4)Avoidlookingforsentenceonebybeginningwordtermse.gOneday......,First......,Once

uponatime.......,etc.

 Theymisleadyou...........

 Firstreadthroughtogetthefullideaofthestory.

5)Don'tmixuptheorderofnumberinge.gf,d,a,c,e,......with7,3,1,8,5,4......etc.

6)Firstofall,secondly,thirdly........willfolloweachotherinanormalstoryorstorywithone

character/singleidea.

7)Theymaynotfolloweachotherifthereareseveralactors,activitiesorevents.
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Activitiesforpracticeathome.

a)Sortingitemsandcolours(pre-primary)

b)Alphabeticalorderofwords(P.1-P.7)

c) Makingsentencesusinggivenwords.

d)Arrangingwordstomakeasentence.

e)Makingroutinestoriesandsentences.

f) Formingstoriesonsituations.

g)Storytellingandreadingofstorybooks.

Examples

Thefollowingsentencesareinwrongorder.Rearrangethem tomakeagoodstory.

1)Thisisbysendingtheirchildrentoschool.

2)Whatmakessomecandidatesfailexaminations?

3)Theyshouldalsoprovidescholasticmaterialstotheirchildren.

4)Attheend,becauseofeachone'seffort,thecandidateswillexcel.

5)Besidesteaching,theteachersshouldmarkcandidates'activitiesandgivefeedback.

6)Thisisreallyaverydifficultquestiontoanswer.

7)Thirdly,thecandidatesmustpayattentionandrespecttotheirteachers.

8)Secondly,theteachersshouldteachthecandidatesverywell.

9)Firstofall,theparentsmustplaytheirpartwell.

10)Perhaps,theanswercanbeteamwork.

Correctorder

Wrong 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Correct 2 6 10 9 1 3 8 5 7 4

1)Whatmakessomecandidatesfailexaminations?

2)Thisisreallyaverydifficultquestiontoanswer.

3)Perhaps,theanswercanbeteamwork.

4)Firstofall,theparentsmustplaytheirpartwell.

5)Thisisbysendingtheirchildrentoschool.

6)Theyshouldalsoprovidescholasticmaterialstotheirchildren.

7)Secondly,theteachersshouldteachthecandidatesverywell.

8)Besidesteaching,theteachersshouldmarkcandidates'activitiesandgivefeedback.

9)Thirdly,thecandidatesmustpayattentionandrespecttotheirteachers.

10)Attheend,becauseofeachone'seffort,thecandidateswillexcel.

Activity:

Thefollowingsentencesareinwrongorder.Rearrangethem tomakeagoodstory.

a)Thisknowledgemakesthepupilsconfidentandreadytoansweranyquestion.

b)Andfinally,theyscoreexcellentgrades.

c) Ateveryendofterm,pupilssitexams.

d)Secondary,theyattemptallclassactivitiesandhandthem informarking.

e)Throughcorrections,theygatheralotofknowledge.

f) So,theyanswerallthequestionswithjoy.

g)Bythetimethequestionpapersaredistributed,thepupilshavenofear.

h)Butbeforetheseexams,thepupilsprepareverywell.

i) Aftertheworkhasbeenmarked,thepupilswritecorrections.

j) Tobeginwith,theyattemptallthelessons.
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Summarytable

Wrong

order

a b c d e f g h i

Correct

order

c h j d e a g f b

a)Ateveryendofterm,pupilssitexams.

b)Butbeforetheseexams,thepupilsprepareverywell.

c) Tobeginwith,theyattemptallthelessons.

d)Secondary,theyattemptallclassactivitiesandhandthem informarking.

e)Throughcorrections,theygatheralotofknowledge.

f) Thisknowledgemakesthepupilsconfidentandreadytoansweranyquestion.

g)Bythetimethequestionpapersaredistributed,thepupilshavenofear.

h)So,theyanswerallthequestionswithjoy.

i) Andfinally,theyscoreexcellentgrades.

Exercise

Rearrangethesentencesbelowtoform agoodstoryabout"TypesofShapes".

a)Thesquareisalsoafoursidesfigure.

b)Thesecondoneistherectangularshape.

c) Thisisathreesidedfigure.

d)Therearedifferenttypesofshapes.

e)Acircleisoneofthosetypesofshapes.

f) Thefirstoneisthetriangularshape.

g)Thethirdoneisthecircular.
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h)Thefourthoneisanovalshape.

i) Thisisalsocalledovoidandisinashapeofanegg.

j) Thisisafoursidedfigure.

Summarytable

Wrong

order

a b c d e f g h i j

Correct

order

d f c b j a g e h i

TYPESOFSHAPES

a)Therearedifferenttypesofshapes.

b)Thefirstoneisthetriangularshape.

c) Thisisathreesidedfigure.

d)Thesecondoneistherectangularshape.

e)Thisisafoursidedfigure.

f) Thesquareisalsoafoursidesfigure.

g)Thethirdoneisthecircular.

h)Acircleisoneofthosetypesofshapes.

i) Thefourthoneisanovalshape.

j) Thisisalsocalledovoidandisinashapeofanegg.

Note:Considerthesequenceofsentenceswhenmarking,butnottheirposition.

Compiledby:Tr.BrightNicholas,0783681148/0702040675

ContactmeformoreEnglishtipsandwork.






